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1. This is an action under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552, as 

amended, to compel the production of public records concerning the costs incurred by the United 

States Secret Service when it accompanied Donald Trump Jr. on a business trip to and from India in 

February 2018. 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 

I. PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff Quentin L. Kopp is an individual, a former California State Senator, and 

formerly served as judge on the San Mateo Superior Court and as a member of the San Francisco 

Board of Supervisors.  Plaintiff resides in San Francisco, California. 

4. Defendant United States Secret Service (“Secret Service”) is a federal law 

enforcement agency under the United States Department of Homeland Security and has possession of 

and control over the records Plaintiff seeks. 

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. This Court has both subject matter jurisdiction over this action and personal 

jurisdiction over the parties pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B).  This Court also has jurisdiction 

over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331. 

6. Venue lies in this district pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4)(B), as Plaintiff resides in this 

district. 

III. SECRET SERVICE’S FAILURE TO TIMELY COMPLY WITH PLAINTIFF’S FOIA 

REQUEST 

7. On February 27, 2018, Plaintiff submitted a FOIA request to the Secret Service, 

requesting public records which showed the following: (1) the number of Secret Service personnel 

accompanying Donald Trump, Jr. on his February 2018 India trip and their job descriptions; (2) the 

cost of the transportation, meals, lodging, salaries, and all other emoluments for all Secret Service 

personnel on such trip; and (3) any rules of the Secret Service relating to justification, responsibility, 

and duties of Secret Service detail members on such trip, plus the dates of departure and return, of all 

such persons.  Exh. A. 

/ / / 
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8. On May 15, 2018, the Secret Service sent a letter to Plaintiff stating: “We have 

determined that your request is too broad in scope, or that your request did not specifically identify 

the records which you are seeking.”  Exh. B.  The letter further stated: “As you have failed to 

reasonably describe the records you are seeking, your request is not a ‘perfected request,’ and we are 

unable to initiate a search for responsive records.”  Id.  Plaintiff was invited to “resubmit” his request 

with additional details within 30 days.  Id. 

9. On May 29, 2018, Plaintiff sent a letter responding to the Secret Service’s 

correspondence.  Exh. C.  Plaintiff disagreed with the Secret Service’s assertion that his request was 

too broad.  Id.  Plaintiff pointed out that, pursuant to 6 C.F.R. § 5.3, a FOIA request need only 

describe the records sought in sufficient detail to enable Secret Service Staff to identify them with a 

reasonable amount of effort, and that there was no requirement that a FOIA request identify the 

specific records at issue.  Id.  Such a requirement would be impossible to satisfy in most instances, as 

there is no way for a requester to know exactly the nature of existing responsive records.   

10. Notwithstanding that Plaintiff’s February 27, 2018 request was adequate, Plaintiff’s 

May 29, 2018 correspondence provided further detail as to the records sought for each request and 

provided examples of potentially responsive documents that might be in the Secret Service’s 

possession.  Exh. C.   

11. Plaintiff requested the Secret Service respond to his May 29, 2018 letter within 30 

days and requested any response clearly indicate whether his request was being denied.  As of the 

date of this filing, Plaintiff has not received any response from the Secret Service as they refuse to 

comply with the request. 

12. Plaintiff has a statutory right to the records he seeks and there is no legal basis for 

Defendant’s refusal to disclose them. 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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IV. PLAINTIFF SEEKS INFORMATION REGARDING TAXPAYER FUNDED COSTS 

FOR DONALD TRUMP JR.’S SECURITY DETAIL FOR PRIVATE BUSINESS-

RELATED TRAVELS ABROAD. 

13.  On February 20, 2018, the President’s son, Donald Trump Jr.  (“Trump Jr.”) arrived 

in India for a week-long visit on behalf of the Trump Organization.  Throughout his trip to India, 

Donald Trump Jr. was accompanied by agents of the United States Secret Service, who provided for 

his security.  See, Abi-Habib, Maria and Eric Lipton, “Selling, Not Diplomacy Draws a Trump to 

India,” The New York Times, Vol. CLXVII, No. 57,877, 18 February 2018 at A1, A12.   

14. Plaintiff has reason to believe Trump Jr.’s visit was entangled in conflicts of interest. 

Trump Jr. spent his time in India promoting Trump-branded luxury apartments across the country, 

while meeting with real estate brokers and potential buyers.  Id.  Donald Trump Jr. also committed to 

have dinner with homebuyers willing to pay a roughly $38,000 booking fee.  See, Gowen, Annie, 

“Donald Trump Jr. says he admires India’s poor people because of their spirit,” The Washington 

Post, 21 February 2018,1 attached hereto for convenience as Exh. D. 

15. Trump Jr. had initially planned to deliver a 15-minute speech called “Reshaping Indo-

Pacific ties: the new era of cooperation” while in India. Hours before this speech was scheduled to 

take place, the title was changed to a “fireside chat,” and Trump Jr. was instead interviewed by 

journalist Supriya Shrinate about his experience as the son of the United States president and his 

views on India’s business culture.  See, Safi, Michael, “Donald Trump Jr cancels US foreign policy 

speech in India,” The Guardian, 23 February 2018,2 attached hereto for convenience as Exh. E. 

16. Leading up to the planned speech, ethics experts had been questioning why Trump Jr. 

was to discuss US foreign policy on what was supposedly a business trip by a private citizen.  Abi-

Habib, Maria, Kai Schultz and Suhasini Raj, “As Donald Trump Jr. Drums Up Business in India, 

Some Ask What’s Being Sold,” The New York Times, 22 February 2018,3 attached hereto for 

convenience as Exh. F.   

/ / / 

                                                 
1 Available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/02/20/donald-trump-jr-says-he-likes-indias-

poor-people-because-they-smile/?utm_term=.1cf9db5616aa (2018). 
2 Available at https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/feb/23/donald-trump-jr-cancels-us-fore (2018). 
3 Available at https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/world/asia/donald-trump-jr-india.html (2018). 
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17. According to The Washington Post, Indian newspapers ran advertisements that 

promised homebuyers who were willing to pay a $38,000 booking fee to “join Mr. Donald Trump Jr. 

for a conversation and dinner.”   Gowen, Annie, “Trump Jr. to give foreign policy speech while on 

‘unofficial’ business trip to India,” 19 February 2018,4 attached hereto for convenience as Exh. G. 

18. Trump Jr.’s visit has received widespread criticism for opening the door to possible 

corruption. Jordan Libowitz, the communications director for Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics 

in Washington, told The Washington Post, “Trump’s company is literally selling access to the 

president’s son overseas. For many people wanting to affect American policy in the region, the cost 

of a condo is a small price to pay to lobby one of the people closest to the president, far away from 

watchful eyes.”  Gowen, Annie, supra, “Trump Jr. to give foreign policy speech while on ‘unofficial’ 

business trip to India,” 19 February 2018.5 

19. President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, remains the principal owner of his 

namesake business, The Trump Organization, which oversees approximately 500 business entities. 

When he was elected President, President Trump relinquished his role as chairman and president of 

the Trump Organization, but his two adult sons, Donald Trump Jr. and Eric, stayed as executives.   

Fabian, Jordan, “Trump to hand over business to sons,” The Hill, 11 January 20176; The Trump 

Organization, “The Next Generation – Donald Trump Jr.,” https://www.trump.com/the-next-

generation/donald-trump-jr/ (2018); The Trump Organization, “The Next Generation – Eric Trump,” 

https://www.trump.com/the-next-generation/eric-trump/ (2018).  President Trump has maintained his 

ownership of the organization. 

20. Experts say Trump Jr.’s visit demonstrates the danger of President Trump’s failure to 

divest from his business.  Abi-Habib, Maria and Eric Lipton, supra, “Selling, Not Diplomacy Draws 

a Trump to India,” The New York Times.  

/ / / 

                                                 
4 Available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/trump-jr-to-give-foreign-policy-speech-while-on-unofficial-

business-trip-to-india/2018/02/19/37d00c37-d9e8-40c4-934b-0a26b8160dcd_story.html?utm_term=.1e54cff025ac 

(2018). 
5 Available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/trump-jr-to-give-foreign-policy-speech-while-on-unofficial-

business-trip-to-india/2018/02/19/37d00c37-d9e8-40c4-934b-0a26b8160dcd_story.html?utm_term=.1e54cff025ac 

(2018). 
6 Available at http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/313779-trump-to-hand-over-businesses-to-sons (2017). 
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21. Although the Secret Service is authorized to protect immediate family members of the 

President, 18 U.S. Code §3056(a)(2), adult children of the President may decline Secret Service 

protection.  Former President Ronald Reagan’s adult son, Ron Reagan, declined Secret Service 

coverage.  Werner, Anna, Pat Milton and Laura Strickler, “The cost to taxpayers of protecting 

Trump’s kids on overseas business trips,” CBS Evening News, 27 February 2017.7   

22. Donald Trump, Jr.’s use of tax-payer funded Secret Service for his personal security 

during private business trips abroad gives the appearance of an intertwining of the presidency of the 

United States and the Trump Organization.   

23. Critics have frequently complained of the high cost of Secret Service agents 

accompanying the Trump children on private business trips, and thus straining the government 

agency’s budget and increasing taxpayers’ costs, including Plaintiff’s.  Gowen, Annie, “Trump 

project in India saw $15 million in sales after buyers were offered dinner with Donald Trump Jr.,” 

The Washington Post, 22 February 2018,8 attached hereto for convenience as Exh. H.   For example, 

Secret Service protection for Eric Trump and Donald Trump Jr. to open the Trump International Golf 

Course in Dubai in February 2017 cost over $200,000.  Cummings, William, “Watchdog: Secret 

Service for Eric, Donald Trump Jr. trips cost $230,000 in 1 month,” USA Today, 18 July 2018,9 

attached hereto for convenience as Exh. I. 

24. The Trump Organization can and should be paying for security services for its 

executives.  Taxpayers should not. 

V. REQUESTED RELIEF 

25. WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that this Court: 

a. Declare that Defendant’s refusal to disclose the records requested by Plaintiff is 

unlawful; 

b. Order Defendant to deliver the requested records to Plaintiff; 

                                                 
7 Available at https://www.cbsnews.com/news/how-much-does-protecting-trumps-children-on-overseas-business-trips-

cost-taxpayers/ (2017). 
8 Available at https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/sen-menendez-probes-whether-us-officials-helped-trump-jr-on-

speech-india-trip/2018/02/22/387ae5c1-bc69-415f-9176-fe6ad308d17f_story.html?utm_term=.4677c5c11b81 (2018). 
9 Available at https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/onpolitics/2018/07/18/trump-sons-trips-secret-service-

cost/796259002/ (2018). 
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The Washington Post

WorldViews

Donald Trump Jr. says he admires India’s poor people
because of their spirit and smiles

Donald Trump Jr., the president’s eldest son, is in India this week to promote his family’s real estate

empire and more than $1 billion worth of luxury Trump Tower projects in four cities, but he still had

time to praise India’s poor for their smiles.

“I don't mean to be glib about it, but you can see the poorest of the poor and there is still a smile on a

face,” Trump said Tuesday in an interview with CNBC’s Indian affiliate.  “It's a different spirit that you

don't see in other parts of the world ... and I think there's something unique about that.”

Trump added, “I know some of the most successful people in the world, and some of them are the most

miserable people in the world.”

by Annie Gowen February 21

NBC News

Case 3:18-cv-04913   Document 1   Filed 08/14/18   Page 19 of 42

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/donald-trump-jr-praises-spirit-india-s-people-during-promotional-n849506
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/annie-gowen/
https://twitter.com/NBCNews
https://twitter.com/NBCNews
https://twitter.com/NBCNews/status/965904055573852160
https://twitter.com/NBCNews/status/965904055573852160
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256


7/30/2018 Donald Trump Jr. says he admires India’s poor people because of their spirit and smiles - The Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/02/20/donald-trump-jr-says-he-likes-indias-poor-people-because-they-smile/?utm_term=.1… 2/3

Although India has one of the fastest-growing economies in the world, a rising number of millionaires

and a growing market for luxury goods and services, many of its 1.3 billion people still live in grinding

poverty. The country had per capita income of $1,670 in 2016.

Trump Jr., 40, was born and raised in Manhattan and attended prep schools before graduating from

the University of Pennsylvania, joining his father’s real estate business and appearing on his television

program “The Apprentice.” After the election, the elder Trump did not divest himself from the business

but turned over day-to-day operations of his company to Don Jr. and his middle son, Eric, which has

raised concerns about conflicts of interest.

Trump Jr.'s meeting with a group of Russians in 2016 is under scrutiny by investigators looking into

Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election.

Trump arrived on his family’s private jet  Monday for a week of schmoozing and dinners with India’s

top business leaders and to wine and dine buyers in the Trump Organization's latest project. The

Trumps have a licensing deal with two Indian developers for two towers outside the capital, New Delhi,

where luxury apartments range in price from $780,000 to $1.6 million and have private elevators and

concierge service.

Full-page glossy newspaper ads trumpeting Trump’s arrival also tempted buyers to reserve an

apartment (paying a booking fee of about $38,000) by Thursday to “join Mr. Donald Trump Jr. for a

conversation and dinner” on Friday. The buyers' dinner has raised conflict of interest concerns and

charges by watchdog  groups.

“These ads illustrate the importance of Trump divesting from his business and the danger brought by

his failure to divest. Trump's company is literally selling access to the president’s son overseas,” said

Jordan Libowitz, communications director for Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington,

which is frequently critical of the first family.

Trump Jr. has dismissed charges of conflicts of interest as nonsense and said he hopes to continue

expanding the brand’s footprint in India after his father leaves office.

@NBCNews

"You go through a town.... you can see the poorest of the poor 
and there's still a smile on their face." 
 
Donald Trump Jr. arrives in India on a week-long visit to help 
attract buyers for his family's luxury apartments.
4:00 AM - Feb 20, 2018

714 1,775 people are talking about this
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“Few years ago, I said [India] would become our largest [market] because I really believed in the

market.... I think it will continue to be the same when I am able to get back in the market and focus on

the business side, on new deals again in the future, once my father is out of office,” Trump Jr. said in

the CNBC interview.

In fact, he maintained that the family was not being given enough credit for the business they have lost

because of self-imposed restrictions to avoid such perceptions of conflicts of interest.

“It’s sort of a shame. Because we put on all these impositions on ourselves and essentially got no credit

for actually doing that," he said in the interview. “For doing the right thing,” he added.

Trump will also give a foreign policy speech titled “Reshaping Indo-Pacific Ties: The New Era of

Cooperation” on Friday at a global business summit co-sponsored by the Economic Times newspaper,

along with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

A State Department spokesman said Tuesday that Trump’s speech was not coordinated with the State

Department and that she was not familiar with its contents.

The headline on this post has been changed to more accurately describe Donald Trump Jr.'s

comments.

Annie Gowen
Annie Gowen is The Washington Post’s India bureau chief and has reported for The Post throughout
South Asia and the Middle East since 2013. Before going to India, she was a member of The Post's social
issues team covering wealth and inequality. Follow 

The story must be told.
Your subscription supports journalism that matters.

Try 1 month for $1
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The Washington Post

Asia & Pacific

Trump project in India saw $15 million in sales after buyers
were offered dinner with Donald Trump Jr.

NEW DELHI — Donald Trump Jr.’s private business trip to India this week — during which he is

expected to give a foreign policy speech alongside Prime Minister Narendra Modi, raising conflict-of-

interest concerns — netted $15 million in real estate sales for a Trump Towers project on Monday

alone.

The younger Trump has spent the week promoting the family’s real estate brand across India, where

the Trump Organization has more business entities than in any other foreign country. He has been

attending private  lunches and dinners with potential buyers and local business leaders as well as

enticing buyers to purchase residences in the latest Trump Towers project in Gurgaon, where luxury

flats sell for as much as $1.6 million.

Full-page glossy advertisements urged buyers paying a booking fee of about $38,000 by Thursday to

“join Mr. Donald Trump Jr. for a conversation and dinner” on Friday. Kalpesh Mehta, one of the local

developers, told reporters Tuesday that they already had sold over $100 million worth of real estate in

the towers — $15 million alone on Monday, after the Trump Jr. dinner offer appeared in newspapers.

Construction on the  project is expected to finish in 2023.

His visit also prompted questions in Washington. Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) raised concern in a

letter sent Wednesday to the U.S. ambassador in India about the embassy’s engagement with President

Trump’s eldest son. Trump Jr. is set to give a speech at a global business summit in New Delhi on

Friday titled “Reshaping Indo-Pacific Ties: The New Era of Cooperation” alongside Modi and other

high-ranking Indian government officials.

“I am concerned that Mr. Trump’s speech will send the mistaken message that he is speaking on behalf

of the president, the administration or the United States government, not as a private individual, or

that he is communicating official American policy,” wrote Menendez, the top Democrat on the Foreign

Relations Committee.

“Given the potential to confuse Mr. Trump’s private business visit with having an official governmental

purpose, I write to ensure that the U.S. Embassy presence in India will have no role in supporting Mr.

Trump or the Trump Organization during his time in India, other than that necessary to provide any

security support for the U.S. Secret Service,” Menendez wrote.

by Annie Gowen February 22
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Menendez also asked whether the embassy will have any role in the buyers’ dinner, which has raised

concerns by watchdog groups.

A spokesman for U.S. Ambassador Kenneth I. Juster said that Trump Jr. is visiting the country as a

“private citizen” and that the embassy had provided only routine support for his Secret Service detail,

such as booking hotel rooms.

Juster is in the process of replying to the letter from Menendez, who also asked whether embassy staff

had briefed or assisted Trump Jr., what steps the embassy had taken to make it clear that Trump Jr. is

not speaking on behalf of the government and whether the State Department or Bureau of Diplomatic

Security had spent funds on Trump Jr.’s trip.

State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert likewise said Tuesday that Trump Jr. is in India as a

“private citizen” and that she was not familiar with what was going to be in the speech or how it was put

together.

Trump Jr., 40, is executive vice president of the Trump Organization, the global family real estate

business that his father still controls. The company has licensed its name to five real estate projects in

India, including residential towers in Pune, Mumbai, Gurgaon and Kolkata as well as a proposed office

tower in Gurgaon, a suburb of India’s capital also known as Gurugram. Some of the Trump

Organization’s local business partners have ties to prominent politicians and have been involved in tax

and other investigations.

Unlike his sister and brother-in-law, Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner, Trump Jr. has no official role

in the administration, although he attended a meeting with a group of Russians at Trump Tower in

New York during the 2016 presidential campaign that is the subject of law enforcement and

congressional scrutiny.

The Trump Organization did not immediately respond to emails and calls requesting comment, but

Trump Jr. said in a televised interview at the CNBC affiliate in India that his family had not received

enough acknowledgment for the business they have lost because of self-imposed restrictions to avoid

such perceptions of conflicts of interest.

“It’s sort of a shame, because we put on all these impositions on ourselves and essentially got no credit

for actually doing that,” Trump Jr. said in the interview. “For doing the right thing,” he added.

Critics on Capitol Hill and elsewhere have pointed out that Secret Service agents assigned to protect the

Trump sons accompany them on these private business trips to promote the family’s brand, racking up

costly hotel bills and draining the agency’s budget.
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In 2017, for example, a business trip to Uruguay by Trump Jr.’s brother Eric cost taxpayers $97,830 for

hotel stays for Secret Service personnel plus embassy staff that supported the agents during the “VIP

visit,” according to purchasing orders reviewed by The Washington Post.

Catherine Milhoan, a spokeswoman for the Secret Service, said in an email, “As a matter of practice, the

U.S. Secret Service does not comment on the specifics of protectees’ trips.”

Published U.S. government rates for hotel rooms in Mumbai, Delhi, Pune and Kolkata — the cities

Trump Jr. is visiting — range from a maximum of $273 per night in Pune to $309 in Mumbai.

Swati Gupta and Vidhi Doshi in New Delhi contributed to this report.

Annie Gowen
Annie Gowen is The Washington Post’s India bureau chief and has reported for The Post throughout
South Asia and the Middle East since 2013. Before going to India, she was a member of The Post's social
issues team covering wealth and inequality. Follow 
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