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Costco lawsuit aims to pressure change
in Thai shrimp industry
TIP report 'highlights why this case is needed,' plaintiff attorney tells IntraFish.

Kim Tran
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A recently­filed class action lawsuit aims to
raise awareness and advocate change in the
Thai shrimp industry, particularly issues
surrounding human rights abuses within the
supply chain, according to attonreys
representing the plaintiff in the case.

California resident Monica Sud filed the
lawsuit in a San Francisco federal court last
week against Costco Wholesale for selling
farmed Thai shrimp and misleading US
consumers allegedly over the origins of its
supply chain and its connections with Thai slave labor. The lawsuit also
names shrimp supplier CP Food Products Inc., and its Thai­based parent
company Charoen Pokphand Foods Public Company Ltd.

This suit comes on the heels of last month's US Trafficking In Persons
(TIP) Report released by the US State Department, which kept Thailand
at the Tier 3 status ­­ the lowest ranking any country can hold.

The report "highlights why this case is needed," said Anne Marie Murphy
of Cotchett, Pitre & McCarthy, LLP, representing Sud.

"Thailand has not been making the needed improvements," she told
IntraFish. "That is one of the motivating factors behind this case. We want
to bring about change through the marketplace."

The proposed class action is for California consumers who purchased
frozen Thai shrimp products from Costco. Murphy expects "there will be
other litigations that will involve other states or other corporate defendants
who have similar issues with tainted shrimp in the supply chain."

"A very important part of this case is that the plaintiff seeks injunctive relief
against continued conduct or sales of the tainted shrimp" by Costco and
CP Foods, she said.

Associated Articles

Costco sued for allegedly selling
Thai shrimp from slave labor

Thai industry expects no impact
from TIP rating

Thailand remains at Tier­3 level in
new US trafficking report

https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/hashtag/tbt?src=hash
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636228605752799233
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636892054237282304
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636183480561303553
mailto:?subject=Costco%20lawsuit%20aims%20to%20pressure%20change%20in%20Thai%20shrimp%20industry
http://t.co/WlzHvCamrf
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/icelands-pirates-set-out-fishing-policy/
http://seafoodinternationaldigital.com/three-concepts-one-restaurant-what-the-shaws-crab-house-team-is-planning-next/
http://t.co/Z10O1C1nuX
http://t.co/3cCJtAMsLR
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636551954861281280
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891514816167936
https://twitter.com/hashtag/glutenfree?src=hash
https://twitter.com/drewcherry/status/636550989735165952
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891674837258240
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/final-purser-delivery-in-sapmer-series/
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636185298985164800
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891562350252032
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/637036011420123136
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891429978050560
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
http://t.co/2yZ2wv6xTw
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/629299703008641025
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=628851061978062848
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/636481211091697669
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/Paramount21Ltd
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891323472023553
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/628640886377836544
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891514816167936
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636936424143491072
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=637036011420123136
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891786842099712
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891385266700288
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=628851061978062848
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891786842099712
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891385266700288
http://t.co/BjKM1ewkCT
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636929806924447744
http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1417808.ece
http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1416639.ece
https://twitter.com/hashtag/aquaculture?src=hash
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/631054918175072256
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636185489633116160
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636185489633116160
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636481211091697669
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=628851061978062848
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636551954861281280
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/kvannoy-cuts-a-dash/
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=633888582067884033
http://t.co/C7REnsFS3h
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=628640886377836544
https://twitter.com/hashtag/tbt?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636483434513367040
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636936521468112896
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891620995039233
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=631053734177566720
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891832706666496
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891429978050560
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636185806990934016
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636185298985164800
https://twitter.com/seafood
https://twitter.com/hashtag/flashbackfriday?src=hash
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636551954861281280
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636930041016926208
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636892054237282304
http://t.co/cpjGXViZk2
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=631054918175072256
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636936424143491072
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/631053734177566720
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=629299703008641025
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=628640886377836544
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ThrowbackThursday?src=hash
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/637036011420123136
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636185298985164800
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=631401021332262912
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636228605752799233
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/sanford-sealord-backed-trawl-tech-could-add-e25-million-nz-fisherys-value/
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891832706666496
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/636483062877044737
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/electric-sjark-prototype/
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/631401021332262912
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636185489633116160
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636929806924447744
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636936521468112896
http://t.co/8DZT5J5KRs
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891429978050560
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891620995039233
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/irish-built-cygnus-for-holy-island/
http://t.co/nbdNk3mcvu
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
http://t.co/MD3b1TOYUv
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/sanford-sealord-backed-trawl-tech-could-add-e25-million-nz-fisherys-value/
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891620995039233
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=629604445869998080
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891620995039233
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636930041016926208
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636936521468112896
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636936521468112896
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636929806924447744
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=629299703008641025
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636481211091697669
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/kvannoy-cuts-a-dash/
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=631401021332262912
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
http://t.co/UNJIQzjueb
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/628640886377836544
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636930041016926208
https://twitter.com/hashtag/tbt?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=629299703008641025
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=628640886377836544
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636185298985164800
https://twitter.com/hashtag/CopperRiver?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636929806924447744
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/629299703008641025
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636185806990934016
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636228605752799233
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636551954861281280
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636183480561303553
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/drewcherry/status/636550989735165952
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636481211091697669
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891429978050560
http://t.co/QDo3KIVyEr
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636228605752799233
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/636483434513367040
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=IntraFish
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891514816167936
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891786842099712
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891832706666496
http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1413823.ece
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891562350252032
http://t.co/9oTCp1xhy1
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/drewcherry/status/636890935390007296
http://t.co/2yZ2wv6xTw
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/631054918175072256
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891385266700288
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891786842099712
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891832706666496
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/aquaculture
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636185489633116160
https://twitter.com/aquaculture
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891562350252032
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.intrafish.com%2Fnews%2Farticle1418187.ece&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Costco%20lawsuit%20aims%20to%20pressure%20change%20in%20Thai%20shrimp%20industry&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.intrafish.com%2Fnews%2Farticle1418187.ece
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/fips-improving-industry-ready-to-take-over/
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636483062877044737
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636551521124130816
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636228605752799233
http://t.co/QEBKD4B1fD
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=633888786296893440
https://twitter.com/aquaculture
http://t.co/FVzRnp3aGO
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/pacific-andes-and-china-fishery-under-investigation-by-financial-watchdogs/
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=633888582067884033
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=631401021332262912
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891385266700288
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=631054918175072256
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ThrowbackThursday?src=hash
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=633888786296893440
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/
http://t.co/WiFcJRC6Ma
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/hashtag/aquaculture?src=hash
http://t.co/aJFDokKSLw
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/square-trawl-trials/
http://t.co/SIDpQpi20z
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/634226077833936897
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/irish-built-cygnus-for-holy-island/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636183480561303553
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=629604445869998080
https://twitter.com/drewcherry
http://t.co/WPF1BrYENE
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891786842099712
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/631053734177566720
https://twitter.com/hashtag/aquaculture?src=hash
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/633888582067884033
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=633888786296893440
https://twitter.com/boilingcrab
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636551954861281280
http://t.co/tksBnmphZk
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636185806990934016
http://t.co/fDC0P3jOip
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ThrowbackThursday?src=hash
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/icelands-pirates-set-out-fishing-policy/
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636929806924447744
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/631401021332262912
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636483062877044737
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636936424143491072
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/pacific-andes-and-china-fishery-under-investigation-by-financial-watchdogs/
http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1417808.ece
https://twitter.com/hashtag/BristolBay?src=hash
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891562350252032
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636936521468112896
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636551521124130816
http://t.co/xZSOd1s0y3
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/633888582067884033
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
http://t.co/cq21nvaNPY
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891514816167936
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636936424143491072
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/633888786296893440
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891562350252032
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636183480561303553
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/636483062877044737
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636551521124130816
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1413823.ece
http://t.co/3ksSEz36oW
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/629604445869998080
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636936424143491072
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
http://t.co/bxfsF202ee
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
http://t.co/YztDDzUvC7
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/electric-sjark-prototype/
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/square-trawl-trials/
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/628851061978062848
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891429978050560
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/636483434513367040
https://twitter.com/drewcherry/status/636890935390007296
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636892054237282304
http://t.co/2yZ2wv6xTw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/fbf?src=hash
https://twitter.com/drewcherry
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891674837258240
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/629604445869998080
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636930041016926208
http://t.co/hUEYFWhKda
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636891674837258240
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636483434513367040
https://twitter.com/IntraFish/status/636891323472023553
https://twitter.com/Nutreco
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=629604445869998080
http://t.co/hWHDysVcBD
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891674837258240
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=631054918175072256
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=633888582067884033
https://twitter.com/shellyfromshaws
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636185806990934016
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636483062877044737
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891385266700288
https://twitter.com/hashtag/aquaculture?src=hash
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
http://t.co/qRAgtehBAh
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood
http://seafoodinternationaldigital.com/three-concepts-one-restaurant-what-the-shaws-crab-house-team-is-planning-next/
http://t.co/RINJlXIbuR
http://t.co/XvUxKgG03c
https://twitter.com/farm_more_fish/status/633888786296893440
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891514816167936
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636185489633116160
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636185806990934016
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891674837258240
https://twitter.com/sellmoreseafood/status/636185298985164800
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636930041016926208
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636183480561303553
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=631053734177566720
http://t.co/zs6odIW2fv
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=637036011420123136
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=631053734177566720
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=636483434513367040
https://twitter.com/IntraFish
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=636891620995039233
http://t.co/2yZ2wv6xTw
http://fishingnewsinternational.com/final-purser-delivery-in-sapmer-series/
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=636891832706666496
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=637036011420123136


8/27/2015 Costco lawsuit aims to pressure change in Thai shrimp industry ­First in Seafood News ­ Intrafish.com

http://www.intrafish.com/news/article1418187.ece 2/2

Murphy told IntraFish the plaintiffs have two goals with this lawsuit:
publicity and corporate reform. With CP Foods and Costco both being
beneficiaries of the slave trade, consumers are not getting what they are
paying for.

"[S]hip owners who operate the illegal slave trade rely upon this form of
servitude and slavery to offset higher fuel and other costs," the suit stated.
"By refusing to pay laborers, the suppliers are able to maximize profit
margins. CP Foods is able to increase its profits by keeping its supply
costs down. Costco also benefits by maximizing its profits in the form of
increased sales of prawns."

Costco's continued sales of CP Foods products is in violation of its own
public statements that it does not tolerate slavery or human trafficking in
its supply chain, the documents allege.

"Consumers and companies such as Costco have a lot of sway in forcing
change, but that hasn't been happening and it should," Murphy told
IntraFish.

Court documents state Costco is one of the largest companies in the world
and "can dictate the terms by which prawns are produced and supplied to
it. This includes the labor conditions in the supply chain.

"Because of their economic power in the region and their supplier/buyer
agreements, Costco and CP Foods have the ability to control the labor
conditions on prawns boats and to end the use of slave labor," the suit
claims.

However, analysts at Asia Plus Securities recently stated that “this
lawsuit would only have a psychological effect, no actual effect on (CP
Foods) CPF’s earnings since Costco has not halted its shrimp import from
CPF yet."

The class­action lawsuit may apply to the "millions of purchasers of
farmed prawns in California." Sud filed three claims of relief. The first is
against the three companies for unlawful business acts and practices.

The second and third claims are against Costco for misleading and
deceptive advertising as well as violation of the Consumer Legal
Remedies Act for "selling prawns that are the product of slave labor, were
and are unfair methods of competition and unfair or deceptive acts and
practices."
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